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selectable candidate tasks that, upon selection, support a
transfer to a corresponding portion of the user interface.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving further
comprises receiving input communicated through a search-
ing interface implemented as part of a control panel user
interface associated with an operating system.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein returning further
comprises returning a result set that includes a plurality of
candidate tasks each including a selectable string of text that
is at least partially descriptive of an underlying task and that,
upon selection, supports a transfer to a corresponding por-
tion of the user interface.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising a step of
performing a search, based at least in part on the description
of the particular task, to determine which candidate tasks to
place in the result set.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein performing a search
comprises comparing textual components of the description
of the particular task to textual components of identifiers
associated with each of the candidate tasks.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein performing a search
comprises comparing textual components of the description
of the particular task to keywords or key phrases associated
with the candidate tasks.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein, for a given candidate
task, performing a search comprises comparing textual com-
ponents of the description of the particular task to keywords
or key phrases stored within a data file associated with the
given candidate task.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving further
comprises receiving input communicated through a search-
ing interface implemented outside of any control panel user
interface associated with an operating system.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving further
comprises receiving input that represents a description of the
particular task in the user’s own words.

11. In a computer system having a graphical user interface
including a display, a method of providing a menu on the
display, the method comprising the steps of:

retrieving a set of candidate tasks bearing a predetermined
association with an indication of a particular task; and

displaying each candidate task form said set in association
with an indication of a corresponding applet.
12. The computer system of claim 11 further comprising
a user interface selection device, wherein the method further
comprises a method of selecting from a menu on the display,
the method further comprising the steps of:

receiving a menu entry selection signal indicative of the
user interface selection device pointing at one of the
candidate tasks included in the set; and
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receiving an execution signal indicative of a user selecting
said one of the candidate tasks, and in response to the
execution signal, updating the graphical user interface
with information pertinent to execution of a task asso-
ciated with said one of the candidate tasks.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein updating the graphi-
cal user interface comprises providing access to a portion of
an applet associated with the candidate task.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein updating the graphi-
cal user interface comprises providing access to a guided
help component.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein retrieving a set of
candidate tasks bearing a predetermined association with an
indication of a particular task comprises retrieving a set of
candidate tasks having a descriptor with textual components
that correspond to textual components of the indication of
the particular task.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein retrieving a set of
candidate tasks bearing a predetermined association with an
indication of a particular task comprises retrieving a set of
candidate tasks having an associated keyword or key phrase
that corresponds to textual components of the indication of
the particular task.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein retrieving a set of
candidate tasks bearing a predetermined association with an
indication of a particular task comprises comparing textual
components stored within a data file to textual components
of the indication of the particular task.

18. A display device having rendered thereon a set of
search results produced in response to input including a
description of a particular task, the set of search results
comprising:

a first grouping of at least one candidate task;

an indication of a first applet that corresponds to the first
grouping, the first grouping appearing, at least in terms
of relative proximity, as related to the first applet;

a second grouping of at least one candidate task; and

an indication of a second applet that corresponds to the
second grouping, the second grouping appearing, at
least in terms of relative proximity, as related to the
second applet.

19. The display device of claim 18, wherein each candi-
date task, regardless of being included in the first or second
groupings, includes a textual component that is at least
partially descriptive of an underlying task.

20. The display device of claim 19, wherein the first and
second applets are control panel applets associated with an
operating system control panel.
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